
Grading Lab Write-ups 

General guidelines- The first 2-3 pages of your lab notebook should be reserved for the 
table of contents. Every page should be numbered in ink. After the first lab, labs will 
only be graded if written in ink. Never tear a page out of your notebook. If you make a 
mistake, cross it out with a single line, and try again. You will not be penalized for 
mistakes that have been corrected. Starting with lab two, if a page is missing from your 
lab book, 10 points will be deducted from your lab. All straight lines (axes, best fit 
graphs, data tables) should be drawn with a ruler. 
 
Total: 50 pts. 
 
I. Title (2 pts.)- Each lab must have a title at the top of a new page. It should 

describe the lab in a couple of words. 
II. Purpose (3 pts.)- A sentence or two that describe why we are doing the lab 
III. Procedure (5 pts.)- A step-by-step list of the methods used to setup the experiment 

and gather data. Anyone who reads your report should be able to repeat the 
experiment just by reading your procedure. 

IV. Data (10 pts.)- This is usually in table form. These are the measurements you have 
made of the independent and dependent variables, listed with clear labels and 
units. 

V. Analysis (15 pts.)- Often this is in graphical form. Axes should be properly 
numbered, and labeled with units. If a slope is called for the calculation should be 
shown on the graph. This is a picture of the results. 

VI. Conclusion (10 pts)- 1-3 paragraphs in which you summarize the experiment, 
state any key findings, and discuss sources of error. If you have a graph, you will 
explain what the graph means and what physical principle has been demonstrated. 
If the lab has prompts for the conclusion, be sure to address all prompts.  

VII. Neatness, grammar, clarity of writing, general appeal to the reader (5 pts.) 


